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IT'S MORE THAN

JUST A LIST. AS YOU'RE
READING THROUGH

THESE PAGES, LOOK
FOR OUR TAKES ON:

THE HOTTIES

18 little hotel details we
loved this year, beginning
on page 83.

THE PREDICTORS
5 members of the

Hot List class of 2012
predict what's coming
nextin hotel design,
Interiors, food, and spas,
beginning on page 96.

THE HOT LIST
ALL-STARS

8 of our reviewers name
their faworite hotel of all
time (it wasn’t easy),
beginning on page 113.

v
ALSO:

Want even more Hot List?
Go behind the scenes on
page 24 for:

Confessionsofa
Hot List Reviewer
All-true tales from
the road.

The Terrific10

The hotel innovations
that changed our lives
(and this list) forever.

The Terrible 10

The hotel inventions we'd
rather forget.
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ARGENTINA

Hotel Pulitzer,
Buenos Aires

Mio Buenos Aires,
Buenos Aires

AUSTRIA
25hours Hotel, Vienna

BOTSWANA

AbuCamp,
Abu Concession,
Okavango Delta

BRAZIL

Fasano Boa Vista,
Porto Feliz

CAMBODIA

The Plantation,
Phnom Penh

CANADA
Ritz-Carlton, Toronto

Rosewood Hotel
Georgia, Vancouver

CARIBBEAN

Hotel Chocolat,
St. Lucia

Petit St. Vincent,
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines

CHILE

Singular Patagonia,
Puerto Bories

Puma Lodge,
near Reserva Nacional Rio
de Los Cipreses

Lastarria Boutique Hotel,
Santiago

Noi Vitacura, Santiago

Tierra Patagonia Hotel &
Spa, Torres del Paine

CHINA

Ritz-Cariton Hong Kong,
Hong Kong

Naked Stables Private
Reserve, Paitou Town

St. Regis Sanya Yalong
Bay Resort, Sanya

Andaz Shanghai,
Shanghai

Jumeirah Himalayas
Hotel, Shanghai

Kerry Hotel Pudong,
Shanghai

Songtsam Tacheng
Hotel, Tacheng

COLOMBIA

Karmairi, Cartagena
The Charlee, Medellin
!

CROATIA
Hotel Lone, Istria

CZECH REPUBLIC
Miura, Moravian Silesia

ECUADOR
Casa Gangotena, Quito

EGYPT

Sofitel Legend Old
Cataract, Aswan
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The Pig, Hampshire
Corinthia Hotel, London

Eccleston Square Hotel,
London

45 Park Lane, | ondon
St. Ermin’s Hotel, | ondon

St. Pancras Renaissance,
London

Zetter Townhouse,
London

FRANCE

Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc,
Antibes

Les Avisés, Avize

Chateau Les Carrasses,
Capestang

La Belle Juliette, Paris

La Maison Champs-
Elysées, Paris

Mandarin Oriental Paris,
Paris

Saint James Paris, Paris
Altapura, \Val Thorens

GREECE
New Hotel, Athens

Old Markets, Symi

INDIA

Alila Hotel and
Residence,
Whitefield, Bangalore

Grand Hyatt Goa, Goa

Oberoi, Gurgaon,
Gurgaon

Leela Palace,
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi

100INDONESIA

W Retreat & Spa,
Seminyak, Bali

100IRELAND

Ballyfin, County Laois

100ISRAEL
Beresheet Hotel,
Negev Desert

102 ITALY
Villadella Pergola,
Alassio
Nun Assisi Relais & Spa,
Assisi
St. Regis Florence,
Florence
Armani Hotel Milano,
Milan
Castellodi Velona,
Montalcino
FirstHotel, Rome
Villa Mosca,
Alghero, Sardinia

106 KENYA
Kicheche Valley Camp,

Naboisho Conservancy
Hogmead, Nairobi

106 KUWAIT

Hotel Missoni Kuwait,
Salmiya

Tor
‘Hotels

106 LUXEMBOURG

Le Placed’Armes,
Luxembourg City

106 MALDIVES

Anantara Kihavah Villas,
Baa Atoll

Jumeirah Dhevanafushi,
Gaafu Alifu Atoll

Six Senses Laamu,
Laamu Atoll

108 MAURITIUS
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Long Beach, Belle Mare

MONTENEGRO
Aman Sveti Stefan,
Sveti Stefan

MOROCCO

Four Seasons Resort,
Marrakech
Riad Joya, Marrakech

THE
NETHERLANDS

Hotel de I'Europe,
Amsterdam

NEW ZEALAND
Bishop's Suites, \clson

Hilton Queenstown,
Kawarau Village,

Queenstown

PANAMA

Manrey, Panama City
PERU

The Westin, Lima
Hacienda Concepcion,
Puerto Maldonado
PORTUGAL

L'’And Vineyards Resort,
Montemor-o-Novo,
Alentejo

Imani Country House,
Quinta de Montemuro,
Alentejo

Hotel Bela Vista, Portimao
InterContinental Porto—
Palaciodas Cardosas,
Porto

RUSSIA
InterContinental
Moscow Tverskaya,
Moscow

SERBIA

Square Nine, Belgrade

SEYCHELLES

Raffles Praslin, Scychelles
SLOVENIA

Antiq Palace, | jubljana
Hotel Cubo, L jubljana

SOUTH AFRICA
Alphen Boutique Hotel,
Cape Town

Queen Victoria Hotel,
Cape Town

SPAIN

Mirror Barcelona,

Barcelona
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122

125

ON DECK Overlooking
Hotel Chocolat’s 140
acres on St. Lucia.
PAGE 83. Her swimsuit
by Eres (see “Where to
Buy It,” page 200).p

Ohla Hotel, Barcelona

Balconde Cordoba,
Cordoba

Sant Pere del Bosc Hotel,
Lloret de Mar

HotelCanCera,
Palma de Mallorca

Le Domaine,
Sardon de Duero
SWITZERLAND

Hotel Schweizerhof,
Bern

Nira Alpina, Surle]

Backstage Hotel
Vernissage, /ermatt

TANZANIA

Lamai Serengeti,
Serengeti Nat'l. Park

Residence Zanzibar,
Kizimkazi, Zanzibar

Emerson Spice,

Stone Town, Zanzibar
THAILAND

Hansar, Bangkok

St. Regis, Bangkok
CasadelaFlora, Khao L ak

TURKEY
Amanruya, Bodrum

House Hotel Bosphorus,
Istanbul

UGANDA

Kyambura Gorge Lodge,
Queen Elizabeth Nat'l. Park

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES
Jumeirah at Etihad
Towers, Abu Dhabi
Park Hyatt, Abu Dhabi

Jumeirah Zabeel Saray,
Dubai

UNITED STATES
The Saguaro,
Scottsdale, Arizona
Hotel Lautner, Desert Hot
Springs, California
Hotel Bel-Air,

Los Angeles, California
Mr. C Beverly Hills,
Los Angeles, California
Aulani, Oahu, Hawaii
Public, Chicago, lllinois

Hotel Modern,
New Orleans, Louisiana

The Saint,

New Orleans, Louisiana
Four Seasons Hotel,
Baltimore, Maryland

Ruschmeyer'’s,
Montauk, New York

Hotel Americano,
New York, New York

The Prairie by Rachel
Ashwell, Round Top, Texas

ZAMBIA

Sanctuary Zebra Plains,
South Luangwa Nat'l. Park



Kremlin and a straight shot by car
or train from Sheremetyevo Inter-
national Airport (no small plus in
traffic-clogged Moscow). The look:
Art Deco and Russian avant-garde
inspired, with lots of glass. The ex-
perience: Aimed at a sophisticated
business crowd, Moscow’s Inter-
Continental delivers a low-key,
friendly vibe. It also has some
quirks. Glass seems to have been a
particular design obsession, result-
ing in a vertiginous spiral staircase
and, in guest rooms, semi-trans-
parent bathroom walls that are not
for the shy. On the other hand, the
spacious view of Tverskaya, Mos-
cow’s main street, is one of the res-
taurant’s natural assets. The menu
includes exotic regional dishes
such as exceptionally tender lamb
from Muslim Dagestan. A full-ser-
vice Elemis spa, Moscow’s first, is
due to open this winter. If only ...
the free Wi-Fi connection weren’t
glacially slow. The room to book:
Corner executive suites combine
views of busy Tverskaya on one
side with picturesque rooftops on
the other (7-495-787-8887;
intercontinental.com; doubles

from $850). @ © ® & O

SERBIA

Square Nine, Belgrade
sl & 381-11-3333-500; square
nine.rs; doubles from $239.

WeRSDO

SEYCHELLES

Raffles Praslin, Seychelles
AHH The specs: Eighty-six villas, all
with butlers and private plunge
pools, set along cement “streets”
for golf carts that ferry guests up
and down a stony green hill falling
toa powdery white sand beach.
Shared facilities include two pools
and a spa with 13 treatment pavil-
ions. Thelook: The cluster of roofs
poking out of the tropical terrain
looks uncannily like a luxury vision
of a Brazilian favela. Fortunately,
villas are spacious and modern with
huge private decks and picture
windows even for the bathtub; car-
pets and textiles with coral or leafy
patterns echo the natural environ-
ment. The experience: Raffles offers
caviar, champagne, and helicopter
trips for the millionaire set, but the
main amenity is a superb location
on an isolated beach facing Curieuse
[sland, a nature reserve ten minutes
away by private boat; the hotel
concierge will arrange a backpack
picnic and give directions to a shell-
strewn beach. Scuba diving, snor-
keling, and sea kayaking are also
available. Two restaurants serve
fresh seafood. Although there’s a
children’s activity center, most
guests are couples, many from Rus-
sia or the Persian Gulf states. If only
... the hill weren’t so steep. There
are no elevators, and at restaurant
peak times you may have to wait for
buggy service. The room to book:
Numbers 297 and 187 have sea
views unimpeded by neighbors.
Families with small children should
book villas by the beach (248-296-

000; raffles.com/praslin; doubles
from$631). O © @ @S & O
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2 /8 Al Moudira, Luxor,
Egypt
| love places that reflect one
person’s passion, not some
corporate strategy. In 2003,
| traveled to Luxor and stayed
at the Hotel Al Moudira, whose
owner and namesake (Al
Moudira means “boss lady” in
Arabic) is Zeina Aboukheir,
a Lebanese-born jewelry
designer who collected
salvaged doors, windows, and
wooden screens in Egypt and
Syria, then designed this
desert palace to showcase her
collection. The suites express
both the austerity of the
landscape and the visual
richness of Old Cairo; the
restaurant serves garden-fresh
Levantine cuisine; and the
pool is among the most
beautiful in Egypt. Aboukheir
also had the originality to build
next to a rural village on the
West Bank of the Nile, far from
the mercenary tourism of
Luxor’s main town. And it’s still
a great bargain.
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GREAT WIDE OPEN

Fasano Boa Vista

 sprawls across a
~ 2,750-acre estate
~_near Sac Paulo.
_ Pagre

SLOVENIA

Antiq Palace, Ljubljana
# 386-838-96-700; antigalace.com;
doubles from $318. ® © @ & ©

mrrry Hotel Cubo, 1jubljana
il & 386-1-425-6000: hotel

* cubo.com; doubles from $221. @ @

Alphen Boutique Hotel,

Cape Town
# 27-21-795-6300; alphen.co.za;
doubles from$253. @ @ £ & O

Queen Victoria Hotel,
Cape Town
A 27-21-418-1466: newmarkhotels

.com/hotels; doubles from $396.
e Q0

sy Mirror Barcelona,
sl Barcelona

# 34-93-202-8686; themirror

barcelona.com; doubles from $131.

@Wes0

Ohla Hotel, Barcelona

AA The specs: A 74-room urban
sanctuary five minutes by foot from
the Plaza de Catalunya. The look:
Strenuously fashionable, from the
strangely eyeball-like orbs that cas-
cade over the facade, to the all-
black lobby, to the rooftop terrace.
The experience: Clearly aiming for
the fashionista crowd, the hotel has
everything an image-conscious ur-
banite needs, from a well-equipped
gym to a happening rooftop lounge.
Yet it saves itself from mere trendi-

ness by doing a lot of things ex-
tremely well. Personalized attention
starts before arrival, with a ques-
tionnaire about pillow and aroma
preferences (among the choices:
lavender, green tea, and “passion”).
Room sizes range from tiny to
sprawling, but all have good-size
desks, rain showers, and chocolate-
covered strawberries in the mini-
bar. Muted blues and purples add
color to an otherwise black -and-
white decor. The soundproofing is
nothing short of miraculous (it has
to cope with one of Barcelona’s bus-
iest streets), and so are the prize-
winning barmen in the cocktail
lounge and the cooking in the one-
Michelin-star restaurant, Satic. If
only...the food at Ohla Gastrobar,
the hotel’s more casual restaurant,
were up to par. Theroom to book: A
junior suite, for its huge arched
windows and occasionally dis-
counted price (34-93-341-5050;
ohlahotel.com; doubles from $316).
VeSO

w3 Balcon de Cordoba,
(sl Cordoba
# 34-957-498-478: balconde

cordoba.com; doubles from $264.
(Y M= N4

Sant Pere del Bosc Hotel,

Lloret de Mar
# 34-972-361-636; santperedel

boschotel.com; doubles from $345.
0eSDdO

ey Hotel Can Cera,

il Palma de Mallorca

&8 The specs: The palacio you al-
ways wished your great-grandpar-
ents had had the good sense to pur-
chase, set smack in the historic
center of Palma de Mallorca. The
look: Upscale Mediterranean, with
just enough English country house
to suggest that its owners may have
another home in the Cotswolds—
this is the kind of genteel taste that
can only be inherited. The experi-
ence: Down a narrow street off Pal-
ma’s old Jewish quarter, Can Cera
greets guests with one of the broad,
leafy patios that distinguish Mallor-
can architecture. A steep staircase
leads first to a striking set of sitting
rooms where contemporary paint-
ings and ornate chandeliers adorn
the bloodred walls, and cozy sofas
and a large collection of art books
promise lazy afternoons. The 12
cream-colored guest rooms have
carved olivewood headboards and
ocher floors; teal-blue coverlets are
a reminder of the Mediterranean,
which shimmers a few blocks away.
The staff, eager to offer tours of the
house and volunteer information
about Mallorca, are similarly wel-
coming. The in-house Gastro Bar
offers simple but well-prepared
dishes that range from classic tapas
to fusion sushi. Ifonly... the rooftop
terrace were a smidge larger and
more inviting. The room to book: The
suite, for its private terrace and
original hand-painted paneling (34-
071-715-012; cancerahotel.com:;
doubles from $266). @ © &

Le Domaine, Sardon de Duero
## The specs: A converted Ba-
roque-Romanesque abbey sur-

PHOTOGRAPH BEY MARTIN ADOLFSSON
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The Best New Hotels of 2012

We all know what makes a good hotel good: impeccable service, excellent tood, beautitul grounds
(and let’s not forget a bed =so plush that you dread going home ). But for all of us here at Conde Nast
Traveler, a good hotel 18 more than just a blisstul temporary roost: It's also a bellwether, an
important peek at what you, our readers, are really looking tor in yvour travels, not to mention in
the wery destinations vou're traveling to. This year’s Hot List, our sixteenth, includes 121
properties in 49 countries.

SOUARE NINE
Belgrade

& =zleek =even-story, 45-room hotel with & tidy
Bauhaus facade overlooking Studentski Trg, one of the
city's preftiest squares . t hasz a terrific location steps
fram Knez Mihailova, a trendy pedestrian street, and
Kalemedgdan Fortress, at the confluence of the Danube
and zava rivers. Dezsigned by Brazilian architect lzay
Weinfeld, Sguare Mine gives a doze of modernity ta the
block without jarring itz zecezsionist neighbors. The
open lobby bhas the same lowy lighting, pargquet floors,
local antigues, and Danish modern—style furniture
found inthe guest rooms. Walls are hung with sepia

postocards of Belgrade—sounds tacky, looks
grest—and covered with natural linen or cumaru-wwood
paneling.
- -d
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