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HOTEL REVIEW

This new hotel m the vibrant
Serb capital sees architect Isay
Weinfeld mix indigenous wood
finishes from his native Brazil
with nautical antiques and mud-
century Scandinavian furnishings.

Square Nine

Belgrade

Wards: Mart Mailey Photagraphy: Masthieu Sabaing

he Balkans may not be the fimt

place many of us think of when

lenking for innovative hospitaliny

projects but this corner of poat-
confict BEurope is slowly putting itself back
on the map. While Croatia has its eousthine
tourism, Serhia has w gritty vet undeniably
buzzy capital that is widely regarded as the
cegion's business and design hub.

So il a boutigue luxury hotel was o pop up
anyahere in the Balkans, it was abways going
te he in Belgrade, That, however, is the only
predictable thing ahout the 45-guestroom
Square Wine Hotel.

Pecfectly positivned between the
increazingly trendy Diorenl neighbourhood
and the main shopping precinct, "the location
couldn't have been beter™ according oo the
ulfable co-owner Mebhoma Eoate.

“We decided many vears ago to construct
a hotel on this site as Belgrade fundamentalhy
lacked hotel capacity, especially in the five-star
segrment”.

Even today, afler starting the praject in
200% and opening in February 201 1, they are
"proud to be the only independent five-star
hotel im the ity rather than 8 member of a
corporabe chain,” savs Kostic.

Squase Wine simply dosn’t do corporale,
expecially in an era of austerity. Rumours
of an sstronomical spend per kevy may be
exoggerated but it doesn't take a devign buff to
pick up on the impeccable anention 1o detail
apphied thmoughout the five-storey building.

Enter Branlian architect Irvay Weinfeld,
who was drafied in by the owners after
being imspiced by his Fasano hotels in Brazl.
“We knew he waz the right architect lof
us, we especially liked his combinatsn of
understated slegance, antigue pieces and
dedication 1o combfort,” savs Kostic.

‘Taking care of kath the architeciure and
interiors, Weinfeld and hiz collaborator
Domingos Pascali began with a striking Aszian
Gold limestone exterior facade that blends
into an off-white, smooth smooco finsh [
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OPPOSITE PAGE: The hotel hay a siriking

facade of Asian gold limestene blending inio
an of-white smooth stucco Snish punciured
with window agertures m Brazilian ipe weood
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HOTEL REVIEW
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F peppered with Brazilian ipe wood pancls serves [0 accentuate theie subtle eontracts ABGVE: Public v N ature Bradilisn wosds wedh i tmbeid
fruming the street-facing window apertiares, hetvreen materisls and Grivhe and pau ferm, mmbined with atique megi. Aotical ephemens
The Beazilian woad theme continues i the Antigque globes; noutical sCoesrOnies, CRIPLTS :::d“ln“r' mid-otntury maders Damish and American
ground loor communal areax where embaiu und cushsons scattensd hiberally around Lthe niure
and pag-ferro combine with Crema Buropa ground floos wpaces help guests feel an eace,
limestone Boonng; antgques sourced from despite the imtricately planned nature of the
London and Bew York, ac well st vintage lavout, Vintage black and white photographs
Danish modern and mid-cenmry American then line the strocmoral palbars thar connect
furniture. thinmg mom with bar; ollenmyg ghimpses of
It was thie wond that required the greatest 19th century Belgrade and a strong vieual clue
allocarion of resources however. “Having te the location’s past
all pur wondwork done in Braz) and then A similar approach s taken on each
bringing those armsans o Belgrade for a vear of the fve landings adjacent o the lifis
was o real challenge,” sccording o Kostie. where diftferent furmiture preces, lrom &
A syvmphony of tonal hrowns, vellows and curved woonden high:-hacked hench 1o mid
Beeiges daommate the labby, lounge bar and century Scandimavan chars, genthy proller
reatuurent. Ciold onvx makes an appearance theemselvies us infnrmal wasling areas. More
vh the reception deal and lobbhy bag top, of thoae elassic photos lkaning the wallk and &
cleverly offset againet a mewtral beige backdrop concealed nthee tor a babucshka character hoath
in the case of the former and more Brazilian grve furthers lints of Belgrade's wocialist
wiond in the latter. Strategic highting then communist histors [
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